PRETENDING  THERE  HAVE  BEEN  125 CASUALTIES  WHEN  THERE  WERE  ACTUALLY  8,400

http://www.newsday.com/about/ny-aboutus-quickinfo,0,5203939.htmlstory

In this article, industrial developer Mr Moore had concluded about the Maple Ridge/Tug Hill windfarm :  "Most of the birds migrate on what is known as a broad front, or in a fairly confused way, suggesting one turbine location is no better or worse than another". Yet, earlier in the interview, he had said the opposite : "We already have a reasonably good idea of how birds are migrating across New York state, which is why we are reasonably confident the bird mortality on Maple Ridge will not prove significant." The contradiction is obvious, and Mr Moore's optimism was just public relations. 

Facts promptly revealed he was wrong : the consultant's report, since published, discloses that the Tug Hill windfarm is likely to have killed about 8,400 birds and bats in its first year of operation. The figures released by Mr Moore, 125 birds and 326 bats, were just the carcasses found under 50 turbines, not 120, and of these only 10 of them searched every day for 5 months, not one year. 

This is how the public is being duped. The 50 windfarms being built in New York State will have a dramatic impact on bird life, landscapes, property values, and quality of life. In return, they will produce less than a single conventional power plant. And that plant will need to be built anyway for the days without wind, as industrial-scale electricity is produced in real time, not stored. 


Not unlike the proverbial snake oil salesmen, windfarm developers do take liberties with the truth. In a news release published on the Net, 

http://www.renewableenergyaccess.com/rea/news/story?id=48900&src=rss 

the renewable energy lobby goes a step further than Mr Moore. Talking about the same Maple Ridge/Tug Hill report, they manipulate the truth in the title itself : "The Avian Factor: 195 Turbines, 125 Fatalities". 

This is inaccurate and deceptive. In fact, 125 carcasses of birds and 326 of bats were found under 50 turbines in only 5 months. After applying correction factors ( scavenger removal, searcher efficiency and searched area/total area ) the authors estimate mortality to have been 1151 birds and  2943 bats for 120 turbines ( not 195 ), during just 5 months ! 

But let's take a look at the report itself, by the favourite consultants of the wind industry,  Curry and Kerlinger : MAPLE RIDGE WIND POWER AVIAN AND BAT FATALITY STUDY YEAR ONE REPORT  http://www.mapleridgewind.com/documents/2007-05-31_MapleRidgeAnnualRpt2006Final.pdf


This report is also deceitful. For instance, it concludes : " Bird and bat fatalities found at the Maple Ridge turbines were within the range of fatalities found during late summer and fall migration at wind turbines in the United States. "  But table 17, page 41, gives us an estimate of 1,151 birds killed over 5 months by 120 turbines. This is nearly 10 birds per turbine for only 5 months, which is considerably higher than the US average of 2 birds/turbine/year claimed by the US wind industry ( being inferior to European figures by one order of magnitude ( 1000% ), this US average is extremely suspect, by the way ) . 

So, the report effectively shows that Maple Ridge/Tug Hill mortality is c1000% higher than the US average, while the authors claim it is not. 


Ditto for bat mortality : Table 17 page 41 shows 2,943 bats estimated to have been killed in only 5 months. This is a large number, and it is cause for concern. 

Another typical manipulation : Instead of using the classic rate "mortality per turbine", or "mortality per megawatt", they use "mortality per megawatt/hour". As a Tug Hill turbine of 1.65 MW produces 4,400 MWh in a year, this manipulation has the effect of diminishing the mortality rate 2,666 times to : 0.0053 birds/MWh/season. Expressed the traditional way, we would have a rate of 5.81 birds/MW/season. And to give an easier reading still : 
- approx. 12 birds/MW/year, 
- or approx. 20 birds/turbine/year, 
- or approx. 2,400 birds and 6,000 bats a year,
- or approx. 8,400 victims a year  

This is a far cry from 0.0053 birds/MWh/season, yet we are working from the same figures. 
It shows how easy it is for a windfarm operator to deceive the public with statistics.

Mr Moore, if he reads these lines, will not argue on the substance : he wouldn't have a leg to stand on. He will look for a diversion. He may thus argue that is not correct to extrapolate into yearly mortality figures without knowing the results of the spring migration mortality survey, which are supposed to be inferior to autumn migration mortality. 

Although this may result a bit tedious to the reader, the following remarks will show that even that diversion doesn't hold the road : 

- 5 months of known mortality against 7 months of unknown mortality : by doubling the 5-month figure to obtain a yearly estimate, I made some allowance for the spring vs autumn argument. 

- 5 months mortality has been underestimated. We read in the report :  "it is likely that a number of birds fell outside the search area." And on page 32 we read : "... wooded sites could not be searched beyond the tree line (approximately 40 m from the base of the tower)" 

- The scavenger-removal test yielded extremely low results. I realise that scavengers will take a while to recognise this new windfarm as a fast-food outlet. Nevertheless, in the test, only one small bird carcass out of 16 was removed by scavengers. It is not unlikely that the test was performed incorrectly : using frozen and odourless carcasses for instance, or too small a sample. Indeed, just one test using 16 small bird carcasses for a 120 turbine windfarm is insufficient if we are to obtain a fair estimate of scavenger activity. 
Besides, the consultants themselves recognize in the report that they should have done more tests. 

In short, my estimate of 8,400 yearly victims is probably conservative. 

Finally, we find some interesting picks in the report :  "Three were game birds (Wild Turkeys) that typically are not strong fliers but have been known to attain blade height." 
- So much for low-flying birds not being at risk from wind turbines... This includes many game bird species.

And : "The four fatalities from towers outside Phase I included two unidentified birds and two Canada Geese." 
- This is additional evidence that geese too collide with wind turbines... But note that these are "incidental finds", meaning that a systematic search might have found more, and that estimated yearly mortality is bound to be higher. 
 
A final note : Some birds are taken home instead of being delared to the authorities. Some to be eaten ( geese ), some to become trophies ( eagles, hawks, falcons ). Eagle skulls, talons and feathers are worth money on the black market. We shall never know how many of these large birds are actually killed by windfarms. 

In California, wind turbines from the large Altamont Pass windfarm have killed an estimated 2,300 golden eagles in the past 20 years - www.iberica2000.org/Es/Articulo.asp?Id=1875    
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