RED KITE MORTALITY AT WINDFARMS

THE ITALIAN EXPERIENCE : 
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Red kites disappearing from Italian regions after windfarm construction

Red Kites have disappeared in an area of hills and low mountains named "Appennino Dauno", in the province of Foggia, Puglia Region, and in nearby areas in the provinces of Avellino and Benevento, in the Campania Region, in Southern Italy, following the construction of wind farms.

On the Daunia Mountains (Appennino Dauno), in the Province of Foggia near the border with the Province of Benevento, there were 12-15 pairs before the construction of wind farms, now there is 1 pair. In the Province of Benevento The Red Kite is practically present no more as a breeding species after the construction of wind farms. Some birds occasionally wander into the area coming from other populations of the Molise Region and particularly of the Basilicata Region.

The population of the Puglia Region (in the Province of Foggia) was very important for connecting the Central Appennine and Basilicata Region.

In the Province of Avellino (Campania Region) there was a winter roosting of 80-130 Red Kites until 10 years ago. In the second half of the 1990s, large wind farms were built in the area, continuing to increase greatly in the following years. In the last two years a maximum of 8 birds was found in the roosting place. Local ornithologists think that the reason of this dramatic decrease is the construction of wind farms. I agree with them completely.

Also, it seems that Red Kites leave the roosting place before sunrise when it is still dark. This behavior evidently increases the probability of collision with the rotating blades of wind towers.

Stefano Allavena
Note : Stefano Allavena is president of ALTURA  - "Associazione per la Tutela degli Uccelli Rapaci e dei loro Ambienti" (Association for Protection of Birds of Prey and of their Habitats). 

http://www.raptors-international.de/NEW_GROUPS/new_groups.html  

THE GERMAN EXPERIENCE :

The number of red kite carcasses found under wind turbines in Germany was 91 as at December 14 2007.  As German wind farms are not being systematically monitored, this figure only represents the tip of the iceberg.

For updated figure, please contact Tobias Dürr from the Bird Section of the Environment department of the State of Brandenburg :  tobias.duerr@lua.brandenburg.de 

THE SPANISH EXPERIENCE :

As Spanish ornithologists protect the windfarm industry to the point where I was banned from their discussion groups, and as official studies are being filed without publication, I have no way of knowing how many red kites have been killed by Spanish windfarms. 

Judging from the number of griffon vultures being killed by these machines, it is likely that red kites are not being spared. From a 2001 study by Dr Lekuona, and from various newspaper articles revealing massacres here and there, I estimate that the ~13,000 wind turbines operating in Spain kill about 2,000 griffon vultures annually ( Spain has about 20,000 breeding pairs of these birds, though probably less now with the closure of most feeding stations ).

If, as they do in Italy, red kites in Spain leave their roosting place before sunrise, mortality is likely to be high where windfarms are operating.

THE UK EXPERIENCE :

The situation is similar to the one we find in Spain : bird mortality at windfarms is being covered up.  I could only become aware of 3 red kite/windfarm casualties : two in Wales, one in Scotland.  Details available upon request.
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