Dear Mark, 

Unfortunately I could not attend the Budapest Conference but I sent a short contribution for the round-table on the Red Kite problem. In this occasion I stressed the fact that wind farms are in this moment the first negative factor affecting Red Kite in Italy. In two large areas (Valle del Sangro and Irpinia) where there was a good density of breeding Red Kites, the establishment of wind farms has resulted in the quick and almost total disappearance of the species from the areas.  wonder if they have seen my conytibution because in the summary there is no mention of it: Furthermore they consider that in Italy there is a "small managed population". Is is not so small (310-400 pairs) and is not managed except for 2-3 supplementary feeding stations. The status of the species has remarkably improved in the last years. But there are some negative factors and wind farms are the first. Best regards, Stefano Allavena 

------------------------------------------------
From: Stefano Allavena <altura_allavena@yahoo.it>

Date: 2008/11/6

Subject: R: [Fwd: Fwd: R: [RaptorBiology] Red Kite international symposium]

To: h.illner@freenet.de

Cc: mark duchamp <save.the.eagles@gmail.com>, RaptorBiology@yahoogroups.com, euraptors@yahoogroups.com, wind_turbines_birds@yahoogroups.com, "enzo.cripezzi" <enzo.cripezzi@tin.it>

Dear Mr. Illner,

we have the following informations concerning your question.

On Daunia Mountains ( Appennino Dauno), in the Province of Foggia near the border with the Province of Benevento, there were 12-15 pairs before the construction of wind farms, now there is 1 pair. In the Province of Benevento Red Kite is practically no more present as a breeding species, after the construction of wind farms. Some birds occasionally wander in the area coming from other populations of Molise Region and particularly of Basilicata Region.

The population of Puglia Region (in the Province of Foggia) was very important because was connecting the Central Appennine and Basilicata Region.

In the Province of Avellino (Campania Region) there was a winter roosting of 80-130 Red Kites untill 10 years ago. In second half of '90 years large wind farms were built in the area, still increasing very much in the following years. In the last two years a maximum of 8 birds was found in the roosting place. Local ornithologists think that the reason of this dramatic decrease is the construction of wind farms. I agree with them completely.
It seems that Red Kites live the roosting place also before sunrise when it is still dark. This behaviour evidently increases the probabilities of collision with the rotating blades of wind towers.

I hope that these informations can be useful for you. Do not hesitate to ask me any further information you need.

Sincerely yours

Stefano Allavena

------------------------------------------------
30 August 2009

Dear Mark,

it is a very sad day to know that you are no more allowed to write directly to the raptor conservation forum. Ii is very frustrating for me to  see very often that many ornithologists and important NGOs do not say a word against the fact that wind farms are becoming the worst menace against many birds including rare and declining species and against the fact that they are often built in areas very important for birds, including flyways. 

Etc.  
Stefano Allavena
