Location

"The most obvious way to reduce the effect on birds is good site selection.  If wind farms are sited away from ornithologically sensitive sites then the effects on the birds should be almost zero.  However, if this is to be achieved, it is necessary to be able to designate areas as ornithologically sensitive.  Unfortunately, most potential sites for wind farms in coastal locations are areas that naturally attract birds (Percival, 1998)."
K Parkinson & IECS (2004)

Offshore turbines at night.

If offshore wind turbines are only equipped with position lights to warn ships and aircrafts at night, they will attract night migrants in overcast conditions, as telecommunication towers have been documented to do. Then the birds will be surprised and slaughtered by giant blades coming out of darkness at 150 km/h to 300 Kmh.

If some of the turbines are floodlit, for whatever reason (repairs for example, taking advantage of favourable weather conditions), then they will attract even local birds. With a powerful light beaming at them, from certain angles they won't be able to see the blades either. And even if they did: daylight birds get killed just the same...

Conclusion: 

Whichever way they are lit, offshore turbines will be attracting and killing birds at night as well. You do not need 1, 2 or 5 year impact studies to understand this. The tactics of the wind industry, however, consist in saying:  there is no proof, so build first and study later (1) . And to those who object that they could start by studying existing offshore windfarms, thoroughly this time and not letting sea currents take the evidence away (the case of the Blyth study), they will respond that each site is different. It is the study-each-project-in-accordance-with-its-own-merits approach, which is so much in favour at the RSPB, the SEO, and bird societies in general - all supporting windpower "except in cases where research indicates" (the usual disclaimer). - We have seen how this approach leads to bird massacres in Spain, Holland, Belgium, the US, and also in Germany, Italy and Australia -  all except the UK in fact, where, to my knowledge, bird mortality reports are not made available in their entirety on Internet - a coincidence? (please, someone correct me if they are: I will be happy to rectify). 

Windpower salesmen have got it all figured out so that windfarms are built even on migration routes, inland AND offshore. This is why we MUST impose a moratorium. Building first and studying later will spell disaster for migrating bird populations.

Notes: 

(1) The wind industry has since devised a smarter tactic: producing "studies" that conclude that birds "avoid" wind turbines - contrary to all evidence from Altamont Pass and such diversified areas as Navarre, San Gorgonio, Tarifa, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Australia.  Here is one example:

 " Birds fly round offshore wind stations 

By Per Andersen, Head of Information, Eltra*"

* Eltra is a Danish electricity company, with interests in windfarms.

Or studies that will find all kinds of reassuring evidence, like the following excerpt, but fail to report bad news like the dramatic reduction in the bird population around the Tuno Knob windfarm for instance (Lowther report):

"Studies of tufted ducks and pochards show that diving-ducks can see or are at least aware of the turbines.  They pass between the turbines on moonlit nights and fly parallel to them on moonless nights".   Dirksen et al (1998), as reported by 

K Parkinson & IECS (2004)

Note: it is self-evident that most birds will fly through windfarms unharmed, just as they do through a landscape with tension lines. What is of concern is the percentage of dead ones left behind; its effect over the long run (100 years and beyond); and the cumulative effect of one million or more wind turbines over hundreds of years. None of these studies contemplate the consequences globally and over time.

ABOUT THE NORTH SEA:

A birder wrote to me:

"Lots of birds cross the North Sea at night often in huge numbers, flying relatively low -- redwings for example. Bats have also been found on oil rigs."   

And I understand it is pretty much the same with the Baltic. Yet, huge windfarms are in the planning process for both of them.

Mark Duchamp
www.iberica2000.org/Es/Articulo.asp?Id=1228 

