SHORT CRITIQUE OF AN ARTICLE IN THE CAPE COD TIMES ON THE NANTUCKET OFFSHORE WINDFARM PROJECT. 

The article is reproduced at the end. 

Here are a few quotes, and my comments:

- "fewer of the birds in the area than some have suggested" - How scientific is that? I would say it is purposefully vague, and with an obvious slant. I hope this is the journalist's own interpretation, not what was said to him!

- "did not find large numbers of the birds" - Define "large".

- "Massachussets Audubon, which remains neutral on the wind farm proposal" - How would you like to be defended in a court of law by a lawyer who declared himself "neutral". Isn't Audubon supposed to defend the birds?

- "a late-started fall survey also found fewer-than-expected terns in the area" - How adequate is a "late-started fall survey"? and how scientific is "fewer-than-expected"?

- "not the kind of activity that some had feared" - this is slanted journalism, not science.

- "I think the level of activity of terns in Horseshoe Shoals as the data has shown thus far is not high, especially as compared to the rest of Nantucket Sound. Most of the activity is elsewhere, closer to shore and to Monomoy." - So there IS a lot of tern activity in the Nantucket Sound, and this includes endangered roseate terns. But curiously, the birds seem to be less active in the area where the turbines will be set. How convenient! - Suspicious anyone?

Now, suppose we believed the survey: what if, at some point in the future, there would be more fish in the area around the turbines which in turn would attract the terns? Or in yet another area which would cause the terns to fly through the turbines to get to it?

What is the matter with such "scientists"? How can they pretend to divide the sky between permanent zones of high bird activity and fixed zones of low bird activity? Aren't birds known to have no boundaries? How scientific is it to pretend that birds will always flock to the same area of activity - especially at sea! Everything changes: climate, weather, food supplies - which in turn depend on other variables: sea currents, plankton, water temperature, salinity, what not... Today's low activity area may become tomorrow's busiest spot on the ocean, or a flyway to such spot.

Assuming again that the journalist did not misrepresent what was said to him, it is disappointing to see the Audubon Society approving of this.

Mark Duchamp
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Cape Cod Times
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Fewer terns seen in Sound

Surveys in the Horseshoe Shoals area, the site of the proposed wind farm, 

do not find large numbers of birds.

By JOHN LEANING

STAFF WRITER

Experts surveying the presence of protected terns in Nantucket Sound where 

a wind farm is proposed are finding fewer of the birds in the area than 

some have suggested.

While terns, including the federally endangered roseate tern, were spotted 

in most of the 16 surveys done last year from May through July, the 

Massachusetts Audubon Society survey did not find large numbers of the 

birds in Horseshoe Shoals.

The data was contained in the group's spring 2003 survey, results of which 

were released last week.

"The data from the surveys in 2003 suggest that terns are not as abundant 

in Horseshoe Shoals as compared to the rest of Nantucket Sound," the 

society said in a press release.

This is the second published tern survey done by Mass Audubon, which 

remains neutral on the wind farm proposal.

In 2002, a late-started fall survey also found fewer-than-expected terns in 

the area, but, as with the spring 2003 results, researchers cautioned those 

findings were not conclusive.

The Massachusetts Technology Collaborative is covering costs of the 

surveys, each of which costs about $20,000, said Collaborative Vice 

President Greg Watso n.

As long as additional information can be used by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers., which is reviewing the wind farm proposal, Watson said his 

group will continue to fund the surveys.

Impacts on birds, especially on federally protected bird species, is an 

important environmental issue in the future of Cape Wind Associate's 

proposal for a 130-wind turbine facility over Horseshoe Shoals in Nantucket 

Sound.

Concerns have been expressed that the large turbine blades would pose a 

threat to airborne birds.

While avoiding making conclusions about the surveys, Watson said, "I think 

the straight interpretation of what has been collected thus far is not the 

kind of activity that some had feared, but it is not complete."

Taber Allison, vice president for conservation science and ecological 

management with Mass Audubon, agreed.

"I think the level of activity of terns in Horseshoe Shoals as the data has 

shown thus far is not high, especially as compared to the rest of Nantucket 

Sound. Most of the activity is elsewhere, closer to shore and to Monomoy," 

he said.

But more work is necessary, they said. Audubon did surveys in the fall of 

2002, and the spring and fall of 2003. The latter study has not yet been 

released.

Surveys for the spring season this year are about to begin, and there are 

plans for a fall survey.

This, the third year, is crucial, experts say.

"If we find three years of the same data, then I think we'd say three years 

support the conclusion that this is the pattern of use of Horseshoe Shoals 

by terns. With two years of data, I'd say we'd like the third year to 

confirm that," he said.

The project, which would be the first offshore wind farm in the U.S., is 

going through an extensive environmental review, including impacts on avian 

life, fishing and visual aesthetics.

A draft environmental impact statement is expected late this summer, said 

Tim Dugan, a spokesman for the Army Corps of Engineers, the lead federal 

agency in the review effort.

(Published: May 1, 2004)

Reactions

More study Surveys over two years have been done, but Mass. Audubon says 

the third year is crucial for confirming results.

Encouraged: Mark Rodgers, spokesman for Cape Wind, calls the survey 

conclusions "noteworthy."

Bold lead-in: Audra Parker, assistant executive director of the Alliance to 

Protect Nantucket Sound, says the results from two surveys are inconclusive 

and that surveys of tern use of one area are limited in value. 
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