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Sir, 

Tony Juniper wonders if government is serious about its 'war' on climate change (Letters, November 23).
 

Without making a judgement on the reality or otherwise of human-induced climatic change, it seems to me that the government cannot believe an iota of its own story: that we must reduce atmospheric CO2 concentration by about a third. This would require a gigantic cut in emissions and many years for it to take effect.
 

If Tony Blair truly believed that "the threat of climate change is greater than global terrorism", we would already be decommissioning the 747 fleet, promoting e-conferencing and e-commerce, reducing the number and size of road vehicles, increasing rail and canal transport of freight, totally subsidising energy efficiency and much, much more. What, however, are we spending our money on? The 2003 Energy White Paper says it will be a billion pounds a year as 'effective subsidy' to the renewables industry - almost entirely windpower - by 2010.

 

At the moment wind power generates about four thousandths of the UK's electricity and saves little more than one thousandth of our total CO2 emission. When it finally misses the target, I fear that a grinning politician will appear on the TV screens assuring us it is quite safe, and nuclear power is the only option left! Is this what they have always wanted?
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