WINDPOWER SHORTCOMINGS, AND REAL SOLUTIONS.

As time passes, the shortcomings of windpower are beginning to appear. It will soon become evident that this form of energy will have the following effects:

- fail to reduce CO2 emissions (the intermittency/backup problem)

- ruin the European economies, through much higher electricity prices than, say, China or India.

- create more unemployment, at a time when China and India are already "stealing" our jobs.

- increase taxes, to subsidise this highly inefficient industry.

- ruin the landscape and, therefore, quality of life in Europe.

- ruin that growing part of the tourism industry which relies on rural and/or wilderness settings.

- ruin the lives of windfarm neighbours, and make their houses un-saleable.

- kill millions of birds (and bats), eradicating emblematic species such as eagles, red kites, storks, swans and geese (and gannets offshore).

   (see "chilling statistics":   www.iberica2000.org/Es/Articulo.asp?Id=1875   )   

 - delay the efficient tackling of our emission problems through real solutions: 

a) energy efficiency, to be applied to existing plants, new homes and buildings, and old homes (attic insulation). This includes efficient appliances and light bulbs. 

b) clean-coal technology (up to 60% reduction of CO2 emissions at existing dirty coal-fired power plants). 

c) carbon sequestration (for the remaining 40% of (b) above) in empty oil & gas fields.

d) geothermal energy (Iceland is to produce hydrogen with it, and export around the world - a number of countries have a good potential). 

e) wave and tidal power (in dire need of the kind of subventions now going to inefficient windfarms).

f) turbines for wide rivers ( just one possible example here: www.sims.tv  - click: "inventions" in left margin)

g) solar energy (large block purchases by the state for public buildings would lower costs).

h) fuel cells (a clean way of using natural gas, gasified coal, or hydrogen) - see: www.iberica2000.org/documents/EOLICA/fuel_cells_and_clean_coal.doc

 
 
i)  emerging technologies (below are two examples, untested)

www.iom3.org/news/windenergy.asp 

www.io.com/%7Efrg/busplan.htm          
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